Moosk - A Class
Act Reborn

John Worrall unearths the history of a classic yacht

own on the south coast these days,
Drhere lives & nonagenarian with a new

lease of life. She is a lady of some
mystery with probably enough stories atrached
to her sheers to keep the bar open in yachr clubs
from the Channel to the Clyde if they were to
get an airing - some will have involved an MP
and others a Secottish earl - but she is not
letting on and has now gone to work with
children,

Maosk - even her name begs explanation
which is not forthcoming - was born in 1906 in
a Falmouth boatyard, specifically the now
defunct boatyard of W E Thomas. She is
37.9ft stem to stern and 45ft on deck, an
auxiliary gaff yawl, built of teak on oak, and her
story, up until a few years ago when she was
tound on blocks in a Glasgow lorry park, is at
least obscure. All that 1s known is the list
of owners' names registered at Lloyds and that
she was de-registered in 1966 when she
probably came out of the water.

There is little other documentation save for
copy correspondence at Lloyds which, in some
beautifully arcane English, shows acid dialogue
between the registrars and the first owner, one
S H Beard of Barcombe Hall, Paignton. The
dispute arose from the fact that Moesd was
originally certificated as 16 A rather than 16
Al because she made her maiden voyage
without anchors and chains of the right weight.
Mr Beard, seemingly a man not favourably
disposed to views at variance with his own,
argues the relative merits of 2'4" short-link
cable - which he had - and the specified 44"
manilla rope which he didn't, and, he says,
could not stow. In a letter of 14th July 1905,
scattered with splenetic underlinings, he adds:
T trust that you will not withhold the Figure 1
because of red-tape technicalities.” Frustrating-
ly, there is no clue as to who gave way but by
190708, Moosk was 16 Al

NOT SEAWORTHY
Much more frustrating again, however, is the
complete lack of anecdote for the next 80-odd
years. From 1915 to 1928, she was owned by
Bobert Armitage MP, resident of Farnley Hall,
Leeds and in the early 1930s, by the Earl of
Glasgow. Other owners were based respective-
ly in Southampron, Monmouth and Renfrew-
shire, and in Brook Street, W1 which, even in
the 1920s, probably meant an estate agent. The

last owner was a Mr Mitchell of Netherlee,
Glasgow,

But there isn't a single recollected sizhting of
her anywhere during all that time, not until she
was spotted in the aforementioned Glasgow
lorry park from where she was rescued by
Andrew Thornhill on behalf of the Percival
Trust, a Bristol-based charity established by a
former headmaster of Clifton College, Bristol
to which it is still closely connected. The signs
were that she may have been lived in at some
stage, in or out of the water, bur she was
anything but seaworthy by then.

And it took a while to get her so. Andrew
first took her to Lowestoft, but the refurbish-
ment and restoration faled to happen for a
number of reasons and, based in London and
Bristol, he wasn't well placed to chase progress.
But he had previously met Dominic Bridgman
at the Festival of the Sea in Bristol. Dominic, a
skipper with a background in sail training,
particularly for those with special needs, was at
the time skippering the mumble-bee trawler
and nowadays sail-trainer - and designated
collection vessel - Golden Fanify, and the two of
them got talking. It was one of those occasions
and conversations where, in the festival
atmosphere, wilder dreams and aspirations
tend to get free rein.

'‘LET'S GET ON WITH IT'
‘Andrew was looking over Golden Fanity," recalls
Diominic, ‘and he started talking about getting
a sail-trainer for the Trust ar sometime and
putting together a skipper and crew to run it
and I sort of said, ‘Great idea’ and he sort of
said, “Well, it will happen some time.’

“Well, when people say that sort of thing,
you can only bear it in mind and get on with
what you are doing and take the view that it
might happen and it might not. So I carried on
with Famity, sailing out of Brixham and with
another Designared List sail trawler, Providens,
for a while, and then [ had a year delivering
vachts.

‘But then i 2000, out of the blue, Andrew
got in touch and said, ‘Right, lets ger on
with it."” Moosk was still in Lowestoft and not
progressing and he took me on partly to get up
there and sort it out. 5o that was how I got
involved. T found the Southwold ship builder,
Gary Brown - or he found me. We moved
Mowsé down to his yard later that year and he
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