
Report to Tall Ships Youth Trust on grant funding in 2008 

Cremyll Sailing received a grant from TSYT towards the voyage fees of twelve young people, 
this was used to support the voyages of five young people from Poland and seven from the 
UK during Moosk’s entry into the Tall Ships Race. 
 
Please find attached a few words from each person on their experiences and their 
enormous gratitude at being given this support. 
 
Using the help of a 2003 Tall Ships Race Liaison Officer in Gdynia, Marta Studzinska, now 
living in London and her family friend an English teacher Agnieszka Morris we successfully 
recruited 5 young people from Poland. Agnieszka also kindly translated the reports. 

 
 
Mikolaj Warda 

My name is Mikołaj and I was given a chance to participate in this 
year’s Tall Ships Race from Bergen to Den Helder.  I am twenty 
two years old and I am really into sailing – probably because I live 
in a beautiful seaside city of Gdynia, Poland with my mother, 
father and a younger sister. I am presently a student at the 
Marine Academy in Gdynia. Although I have some sailing 
experience, I never even dreamed of getting such a fantastic 
opportunity to sail the North Sea. My family is not very wealthy, 
so I would never be able to save enough money to pay for 

participation in the Tall Ships Race myself. 

 That is why I would like to thank the Sponsors of 
the race. Thank you for making it possible for me 
and to get such a great sailing experience and to be 
able to explore the areas of the world I had never 
been to before – like Bergen in Norway and Den 
Helder in Holland.  Moreover, I met some very 
friendly people from the UK while sailing which gave 
me an opportunity of being able to practice my 
English in everyday situations.  Last but not least, I 

wish to thank the Sponsors for giving me a chance to live through the greatest adventure of 
my life. It was really something that I will never forget! 

The moments like lying on the deck and taking 
photos of the picturesque views, steering during a 
storm with huge waves all around, enjoying a big 
party and a parade in Den Helder, or trying to 
cook and eat onboard during the race. For all of 
these and many, many more unforgettable 
moments and experiences I enjoyed during the 
2008 Tall Ships Race, I say a big THANK YOU! 

 



 

Tom Chaberek 

My name is Tom. I am 22 and I come from Poland. Last August I got 
a great opportunity of having a voyage of a lifetime.  Before that 
amazing adventure, I had not had a clue that I would have had so 
much fun participating in the 2008 Tall Ships Race. 

 When my friend Mikołaj (also Polish) and I arrived in Bergen, 
Norway we met Peter Morris and the others from the Tall Ships 
Race. We instantly felt very comfortable with them despite the 
rainy weather. The race started the next day and I really felt like a 
sailor from that moment. 

 All the ships from the race looked incredible at dawn 
– it was something unforgettable – everyone was 
taking pictures, as we would not miss it for the world! 
Unfortunately, I got seasick and for the first two days 
on the Moosk I could not eat anything. I remember 
Rob telling me, “Tom, I’m sure you want to die right 
now but believe me, when it is over, you are going to 
enjoy sailing”.  

Well, I trusted him and he turned out to be absolutely right! As soon as I got better, I 
enjoyed six amazing days in the middle of the North Sea. The weather was quite bad, so 
conditions were extremely hard at times, but I still loved it. I had always wanted to take up a 
challenge in my life and I finally had the opportunity to test myself. The best memory I have 
is when I had my watch at five am in complete darkness and as soon as I stepped on the 
deck, in the distance I saw an oil platform which was 
shining! 

 There were so many lights there that it looked like 
one big shining bulb! It was magnificent! After eight 
days of sailing, we finally finished the race at the 4th 
position, which was the best result in Moosk’s 
history. The finish line was in Den Helder, Holland. 

When we finally 
could feel the ground 
under our feet, we felt a little dizzy after eight days of sailing, 
yet happy. Holland is really beautiful. We spent three more 
days there and we had a great time. At the end of the Tall 
Ships Race there was a big party for sailors which was 
outstanding. We had lots of fun with all the crews 
participating in the race. Finally, Mikolaj and I had to pack our 
bags and leave. We were very tired but, on the other hand, 
also very happy after what we had been through. It was a 
journey of a lifetime and I am so grateful for having been 

granted such an opportunity through the efforts of many people and especially due to the 
Sponsors’ generosity. 



 I really want to thank the Sponsors very much and I hope some other young people will also 
get a chance to have a magnificent holiday like I have had this year. 

 

Luke Baker 
 
I’m 17 years old, I live independently from my family in Southend. I 
used to attend Barnardo’s High Close School and first went sailing with 
them in 2004 when I was 13, I didn’t go sailing again until last year 
when I went on the Moosk for her return journey from tall ships from 
Szczecin in Poland to Plymouth. That trip was very rough and I wasn’t 
seasick and was able to helm for other people who were. 
 
This year Peter asked me to take part in the race from Bergen to Den 

Helder because he liked the fact I wouldn’t be sick if it was rough. The 
most exciting thing was seeing the dolphins, they swam alongside the 
Moosk for an hour, jumping out of the water and flopping down on 
their side, it made me feel happy and excited to see them. 
 
I thought the toughest bit was after the race was finished, we started 
the engine and motored towards the 
wind, soon the wind speed increased to 
force 7 and the waves were 8 Feet high 
and crashing over the whole boat. 

 
Even though the weather conditions were really tough and 
difficult for other people I always found it ok, water off a 
duck’s back, sometimes I couldn't see through my glasses so I 
ended up just taking them off. 

 
Den Helder was wet and miserable when we arrived but I 
thought it was a great place, there was a great crew party 
and I really liked the DJ, I took loads photos of everyone 
dancing, I didn’t dance myself until 15 minutes before the 
end. 
 
One night we were invited to 
the Russian ship the Mir, it’s a 

Russian ship with 4 masts and 200 crew, it was the biggest boat 
there, they had a massive sound system and live bands on 
board, one of our crew traded a paper cowboy hat for a Russian 
fur cap. 
 
We went to another party on the Belgian yacht Rupel, the 
captain gave me a present of a book about Antwerp. 
 
Thank you for sponsoring my trip. 
  



Josh Wilson 
 
I live in Maypole in Birmingham, I’m 16 and the youngest of 
three brothers, I’m hoping to apprentice to my Dad who does 
block paving and go to college to study construction. I first went 
sailing with my youth club to the Channel Islands in 2005, and 
last year I went on the ASTO small ships race from Torquay to 
Guernsey. 
 
 My brother Dan did the Tall Ships cruise in company from 
Lisbon to Cadiz in 2005 and so i was buzzing when my youth 
worker Pete said there was an opportunity to go on the Race 
from Bergen to Den Helder. I was due to help my dad on a job 
in Southampton but he agreed I could go. 
 
The race was really exciting as we were in second place most of the way, better than Moosk 
has ever done before. We always wanted to stay in second place or beat Jolie Brise.  It was 
tough when we were beating in rough water two days before the end of the race end and a 
massive wave came over into the cockpit from behind us and I was knocked completely off 
my seat and down into the guardrail, it was a scary moment. 
The biggest challenge was definitely the weather; 
the strong winds were behind us at first but as we 
got the wind from where we were going it was 
constantly extending the time we would be at sea. 
I was seasick for the first 24 hours but soon got over 
it, I had to keep warm and occupied chatting to the 
friends I had made on the boat, motivated by 
coming second in the race.  
 

When we 
got to Den Helder I made loads of new friends and 
the Crew party was absolutely awesome. I’m 
excited about going home to see my family but are 
going to miss Peter and Rob and the other crew. 
 

Thank you for helping me to go on this trip. 
 
 

Mikey Needham, 
 
 
I live in Llanrumney in Cardiff with my 2 sisters and mum, my 
dad lives in Barry. My Dads is a plumber and I often go sea 
fishing with him. 
 
I’ve been involved with Cardiff Youth Inclusion Project since the 
beginning of last year as I had not been attending school 
because I was struggling to keep up with other people and 
hated being in the "dumb class". 



I first went sailing on Moosk last September and really liked it and kept on at Ruth to go 
again and did a second trip in April this year. I could not believe my luck when Russell a 
youth worker came round my house and offered me the opportunity to go on tall ships at 
three days notice as another lad had dropped out at the last minute. 
 
It was a tough voyage, one of the worst 
moments was when the peak halyard 
broke and the mainsail fell down. The rope 
had worn through in the rough weather; 
Rob had to climb the mast several times to 
thread it all back. Another thing was "hot 
bunking" I found it really tough to deal 
with when I had been eying up my target 
berth for my whole watch and someone 
else got in it at the last minute. The weather was rough a lot of the time and waves 
sometimes washed over me when I was on the tiller. 
 
Spending eight days at sea in a confined space with people I’ve never met before was 
challenging, sometimes people could snap at each other but in the end we all got along. 
 

One night we were surfing down 
waves going really fast when the 
mate shouted "Dolphins" and they 
were jumping in our bow wave. 
First there was only two then more 
and more came and I saw seven 
dolphins all jumping at the same 
time, I was incredibly happy and 
excited to see them because they 
had decided to come and see us 
rather than seeing them at a zoo. 
 
Another night in a calm spell we 
could hear a strange noise 

oooooossssshhhhhhh...... and rob said it was a whale breathing nearby. 
 
It was a real low point when the weather forecast changed and we realised it was going to 
take a lot of extra days to reach Den Helder in headwinds. Knowing we had a good position 
in the race was what helped me keep going in the tough bits, it was so great to be on Moosk 
the first time she had done so well. Peter and Rob gave us a lot of encouragement and I was 
looking forward to the big party at the Den Helder festival. 
 
Den Helder was wicked, it was good to go to a 
different environment and see how other 
people live. We made friends with the crew off Jolie 
Brise, a boat from a posh private school 
who liked a wild time at the crew party and we 
visited their boat afterwards. 
 
 



It was mad at the crew parade to see so many people dressed up and running round and 
cool to be a part of it, holding up our Cornish 
flag and drumming on our water containers 
and it led to the prize giving which was the 
high point of the trip when we got 2nd prize in 
our class and the skipper told us it was his 
best result and we were the crew who helped 
him do it.  

 
My dream now is to get my commercial licence and get a commercial angling boat going 
with my dad. 
 

Sam Elliott 
 
I’m 16 years old and live with my Mum and one of my older 
sisters in Camberley in Surrey; I go to school at Barnardo's High 
Close School in Wokingham as a boarder. I have just finished 
year 11 and am starting college to do animal handling in 
September. 
 
I first went on Moosk as a school trip early last year, I had a 
good time but I mostly remember that trip because my Nan 
died while I was away and I was very anxious that the boat 
would sink, despite that, I was really pleased to find out I could 
go on tall ships and agreed to it straight away. 
 
Seeing the dolphins was exciting, it was like watching flipper, they criss-crossed our bow, 
jumping in the waves, I saw one jump up and do a spin. They followed us for 40 minutes or 
so. 
 

It was really tough after the race finished and we had to 
motor 100 miles to Den Helder, the weather got really bad 
and it was really dark, raining, big waves and we had to make 
the mainsail smaller by putting reefs in. 
 
It was a really low moment when the wind changed and our 
time of arrival went from two days to four days if we were 
lucky. 
 
Knowing I could have shower and get to hug my mum again 
was what kept me going. 

  



Maciek Winkel  

My name is Maciek from Gdaosk, 
Poland. I am one of the five Polish 
participants of the Tall Ships Race 
2008. I would like to thank the 
Sponsors for giving me a chance to 
participate in the race. It was a great 
opportunity for me to improve both 
my sailing and my English language 
skills which are very important to 
me. No less important are the 
unique memories that will always stay in my mind. I will never forget the ships parade in 
Den Helder. It was so amazing to see so many beautiful yachts going on full sails, like 
hundreds of white swans preparing to fly to warm countries. Such are the moments worth 
living for as I consider them to be the driving force behind the journey we call life. Sailing 
means a lot to me and it is a very important part of my life, so I do not hesitate to call it my 
lifestyle. That is why I am so very grateful to all kind-hearted people who made it possible 
for me to experience the greatest sailing adventure of my life. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate the racing crews for getting the second place in the race. Good 
job guys! I really got to like my "come back home crew" - Loren, Marta, Kasia, Matt, Ben and 
Eddie. Just a dream team! Special thanks to our captain Rob and first mate Esta who took 

care of our safety and made sure our 
bellies were full.  I will never forget the 
taste of the egg paste. Delicious!  I do 
hope we will all meet again… someday, 
somewhere, somehow… I can’t wait to 
see the Moosk again taking part in the 
Tall Ships Race 2009. I will surely be 
there in Gdynia to say hello to 
everybody! 

I am so glad that there are such good 
people in the world who make young 
people’s dreams come true through 
sponsoring them and thus enabling 

them to do the things in life they would never be able to do without their financial help. 
That certainly goes for me and my other Polish friends, too. 

I hope many others will be as lucky as I have been to benefit from the Sponsors’ generosity 
and so, once again, I say a huge THANK YOU! God bless you! 
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My name is Marta. I am Polish and I come from beautiful Malbork town in the North of 
Poland.  

At the beginning, my best regards to the whole crew of Moosk. I wish to tell you that I miss 
you very much.  

It was my first voyage of this kind and 
I will never forget it. I will keep it in 
my heart until the end of my life. The 
whole trip, from the beginning to the 
very end, was an amazing adventure 
for me. During the race I saw many 
new things and many fascinating 
places. I met interesting and kind 
people. Moosk's story made a big 
impression on me and I was very 
proud that I could sail onboard such a 
great yacht. Those few days on 
Moosk were the most wonderful and 
an extremely educational experience 
for me.  It was an unforgettable time, 
especially exciting when the wind blew very hard and I was under the impression that our 
boat would capsize at any moment. It was really quite exhilarating. Fortunately, we did 
survive!  I remember the times when we had to keep watch any time of night to make sure 
the boat was on course. Such duties and responsibilities make us more responsible and 
more disciplined people. I am extremely pleased with my participation in the Tall Ships Race 
2008. It was the greatest adventure of my life and it made me a stronger and a better 
person.  

 In conclusion, I would like to say ‘thank you’ to the organizers of the race and especially to 
the Sponsors without whose financial help I would never have got the chance to experience 
real marine yachting and my life’s most amazing adventure would never have happened.  

THANK YOU for your kindness, goodwill and generosity! 

Kasia Kiszycka 

My name is Kasia. I am Polish and I participated 
in the Tall Ships Race 2008 last summer. Almost 
everyone has dreams of travels and exciting 
adventures from a very early childhood. So did 
I…One of those childhood dreams has come true 
thanks to some kind and generous people who 
are sensitive to the needs of others, especially 
those less fortunate than themselves. I was 
given an unexpected gift - an invitation to take 
part in an extraordinary event at sea which 
turned out to be the greatest adventure of my 
life. Many weeks have passed since that magic time and it is only recently that I have been 
able to come to terms with the impact the experience has had on my life. Having been 



finally able to gather my thoughts and emotions related to my participation in the Tall Ships 
Race, I would like to express them in words, even though it will not be an easy task at all. I 
remember the wonderful people I got to know, the ambience of fellowship and solidarity 
among the race participants on Moosk and many other unforgettable things, places and 
moments. All those and many more memories and inspiring events are the reason why I am 
certain that I will remember that short yet fruitful episode of my life to the end of my days. 

 

I cannot find appropriate words to 
express my deep gratitude and my 
great respect for all the good-
hearted people who were 
instrumental in making my 
participation in the Tall Ships Race 
2008 possible. Thanks to such kind 
and thoughtful people like the 
ones at Cremyll Sailing and the 
Sponsors, I was given an 
opportunity to experience the 
most amazing marine adventure 
and, what is more, it has brought 
on a surprising change in my 

outlook on life in general. I now feel that I would like to make charity work and helping 
others my life’s ‘Mount Everest’, so to speak, which I will endeavour to climb from now on. 

 

On a final note, I would like to thank the Sponsors of the race for enabling young people like 
myself to have a life-changing experience which would never have been possible without 
their financial support. May you continue to bless others with your generosity and find 
continuing satisfaction in your praiseworthy activity. 

 

Annabel Church 

My experience on Moosk has been one of the best in my life. 
Not only did Moosk introduce me to sailing but some really 
lovely people and places. I had never sailed on anything like 
Moosk before and I thought the “cruise in company“ leg on 
Moosk was an excellent way to start. 

On arriving in Måløy at 5 o’clock in the morning and seeing 
Moosk for the first time I was a little nervous but the skipper 
and mate made everything fun and explained the way of the 
boat. 

  



Sailing out of Måløy was incredible with all the beautiful square riggers and scenery and we 
soon learnt that the sails weren’t that easy to put 
up but with practice it became like second nature to 
us. 

My favourite parts of the trip were arriving in the 
small Norwegian ports where we were made to feel 
extremely welcome;  at Nordfjordeid we were met 
by the Mayor. I also loved our last day of sailing 
when we were almost at Bergen and we watched 
larger ships like Shebab Oman sailing past while we 
were all working as a proper team to get Moosk 

moving. 

Swimming in the Norwegian fjords was also a wonderful experience along with barbeques 
with our cruise in company boat Jolie Brise. 

Perhaps the highlight of the trip for me was sailing into Bergen with our National Anthem 
playing and canon’s firing, it made me feel proud to be part of the crew on Moosk and part 
of The Tall Ships Race. 

I would like to thank everyone who made the experience possible for me and I hope other 
people will continue to have as good a time as I did.  

 

 

 

Jon Hanley 

My name is Jon, I’m 15 and come from Birmingham, this was my 
second time on Moosk. I wanted to come back again to meet new 
people and have more experience in sailing. 

There were 9 people on board including the skipper and the mate. 
The rest of the crew were good 
company and a good laugh. 

I enjoyed the sailing in Norway 
and swimming in the sea. I liked it 

when we went to different places and there were people 
singing and dancing. 

 The skipper on the boat Peter was a good laugh and 



showed us how to do things if we needed help. Also the mate was very fun and good 
company. We met a lot of different people and I thought it was a great experience. 

The crew parade on the last day was fun and I think it bought the crew together and was 
great fun. Thanks for sponsoring my trip. 

 

Matthew Morgan 

My Name is Matthew I’m from Birmingham and 15 years old, I 
have sailed on Moosk twice and both times have been spectacular. 

This time was better because there was a lot more work and a lot 
more parties and there is a new crew member called Esta. I think 
she is really nice, I think she has a good personality and she helps 
you when you are stuck and makes you feel like you are at home. 

The skipper is a nice person, he 
is very helpful, he taught me 
how to sail the boat and let us 
go out to a reasonable time. 

The crew was really nice; they were really outgoing and 
nice. 

 I really enjoyed sailing in 
Norway and swimming in 
the Fjords. 

Thank you for sponsoring 
me to go. 

 

 

Race 1 Prize - Vessel with the youngest crew 

(average age of 18 years and 11 months) 

Race 2 Prize ς Class B   

2nd on corrected time 
 


