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Report to Tall Ships Youth Trust on grant funding in 2007  
 
Cremyll Sailing received a grant from TSYT towards the voyage fees of ten young people, five 
from Poland and five from the UK. 
 
Please find attached a few words from each person on their experiences and their enormous 
gratitude at being given this support. 
 
Using the help of a 2003 Tall Ships Race Liaison Officer in Gdynia, Marta Studzinska, now studying 
for her Ph.D. in London and  a family friend an English  teacher Agnieszka Morris we successfully 
recruited 5 young people from Poland. Agnieszka also kindly translated these reports. 
 

Mateusz Bujnowski  
 

My name is Mateusz Bujnowski from Gdansk, 
Poland. I was one of the participants of the 
Tall Ships 2007 Race. I offer my grateful 
ΨǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΩ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
good heart who made it possible for me to 
have the time of my life last summer. 
 
Thanks to them I had the opportunity to sail 
on a yacht for the first time in my life. For me 
it was a fascinating and an extraordinary 
experience, especially during the stormy 
weather which we experienced during the 
voyage. 

 
During the race I had the chance to meet fantastic people and to practice my English with the 
crew. Barbara and Dominic as well as the rest of the English crew were just great and I will 
remember them fondly for a long time to come. 
 
My participation in the race allowed me to meet people for whom sailing is the greatest life 
passion. It also made it possible for me to fly by plane to another country which I did for the first 
time in my life.  
 
I visited two interesting countries like Finland and 
Sweden. Stockholm turned out to be the place I liked 
the most.  
 
During the race I learned the basics of sailing by 
doing the tasks the regular crew normally does. I 
would really love to put the newly learned sailing 
skills to a good use and possibly continue my sailing 
adventure in the future. 
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I am extremely grateful to all the good-hearted people for enabling me to experience the magic 
and power of the Baltic Sea, to be a part of such a great tradition, to see many types of yachts, to 
visit many fascinating places and last but not least to meet all the unforgettable people.  

 

Ryan Lewis & Wes Price  
 
Ryan Lewis and Wesley Price both from Merthyr 
Tydfil in South Wales were participants in the Tall 
Ships Race  2007.  These young people are from a 
large council estate in an impoverished, 
marginalised community with petty crime, 
substance misuse, car crime and lack of ambition 
being prevalent in abundance. 
  
  Both young people had a fantastic time, meeting 
hundreds of young people from all over Europe.  
They both felt extremely honoured and privileged to be given this opportunity and undoubtedly 
gained invaluable life experiences.  
 
This was the first time both these young people had boarded an aircraft thus promoting their self 
confidence, maturity and independence. 
 

 Whilst on board Moosk the lads undertook many 
general duties associated with a life on the waves 
including cleaning, cooking, rigging the sails, 
monitoring radar and navigating, thus enhancing 
their nautical knowledge.  On returning home it 
became obvious that both had experienced a 
cultural awakening, with hoodies being replaced by 
bandanas and all manner of ethnic, bohemian 
apparel. 
 
 Being taken out of their familiar, comfortable 

environment and being witness to the humbling, occasional raw power of nature was of 
tremendous benefit to both, who have 
incidentally gone on to full time employment.  
As an organisation we have been particularly 
impressed by the working practices of Cremyll 
Sailing and the sensitive, considerate   nature of 
their staff. We would like to express our sincere 
gratitude, especially to the numerous nautical 
trust funds concerned, which have been 
instrumental in financing these ventures. 
 
 Both have expressed a keen interest in taking 
part in forthcoming expeditions if at all possible, 
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and have passed on details of their experiences to dozens of young people, the majority of whom 
are enthused and excited by the prospect of similar opportunities.  We very much hope that our 
partnership working will continue to flourish in the future providing sustainable, life changing 
opportunities to disadvantaged young people promoting mutual respect and social skills, with an 
emphasis on teamwork.   
 
Due to limited literacy and relative 
disaffection from mainstream 
education both young people 
requested this report to be drafted 
and written by a member of our 
team, but nonetheless is a very 
accurate, genuine reflection of their 
experiences. 
 
Ian Thomas, Project Worker 
Merthyr Tydfil Youth Inclusion 
Project 
 
 

 

 

Radek Dumanowski  
 

My name is Radek Dumanowski from Gdansk, Poland. I 
would like to thank everybody who made it possible 
for me to take part in the Tall Ships 2007 Race. 
 
It was the most wonderful holiday of my life and I will 
never forget it. My participation in the race gave me 
the chance to improve my English as I had to use it 
every day. It also made it possible for me to see some 
interesting places in Finland and Sweden. I had never 
been abroad or traveled by plane or tasted the life of a 

real sailor before, so every experience was new and exciting for me. 
 
The sea voyage was absolutely the highlight of the whole adventure, especially when we sailed 
through a raging storm. Even though the boat was moving in all directions and the waves were 
flooding the deck from all sides, we had to do all the things we normally did as a crew and 
continue sailing. It was difficult and scary but also exciting and it gave me a sense of pride that I 
was a part of something extraordinary. 
 
I am extremely grateful to the Sponsors, as due to their generosity, I was able to have the time of 
my life while sailing the Baltic Sea on Moosk, with its wonderful English crew and other Polish 
participants.  

 

 



Cremyll Sailing TSYT Grant Report & Thanks Page 4 
 

 

Iza Wojtkiewicz  
 
TO ALL THE GOOD-HEARTED AND GENEROUS PEOPLE 
WHO HAD ENABLED ME TO PARTICIPATE IN THE TALL 
SHIPS 2007 RACE.J 
 
My name Iza Wojtkiewiczis from central Polandς the one 
whom Neptune did not seem to favour and the same one 
who seemed to have fallen in love with the plastic bucket 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƻȅŀƎŜΧŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
the enigmatic sea that I was fascinated with! 
 
{ǘƛƭƭΧL ŀƳ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ - despite the bucket 

predicament I disliked so 
much. Let me mention 
here the incredible moments of watching sunrise and sunset at 
sea for the first time in my life, the sea-waves splashing over my 
head during stormy weather and the smell of  bread - freshly 
ōŀƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƪΧǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ōǳǘ a few. They will linger in my 
memory forever, I am quite sure of that. 
 

Apart from having experienced the romantic side of that great 
marine adventure, I also learned some new skills and got to know 
the taste of team spirit and healthy competition as well as a 
special bond of friendship. Especially the great mutual care, 
respect and responsibility of the crew during the whole race made 
ŀ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǎŀƛƭƻǊǎΩ ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅ 
is all about. 
 
The fortnight at sea passed quickly by and I soon realized that 
despite my many seasick moments, in the end I made friends with 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŀƛƭƻǊ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƧǳǎǘΧǇŜǊƘŀǇǎΧǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
high and mighty sea itself. Now I feel that I might want to see the sea again but this time, 
understandably, from a perspective much closer to the shore! 
 
Last but not least, I would like to say a big THANK YOU to everybody who had contributed to 
making this extraordinary adventure possible for me and other Polish race participants. 
 

Kasia Ratajczyk  
 
My name is Kasia Ratajczyk from central Poland. I took part in the 
Tall Ships 2007 Race from Arhus to Kotka, along with my friends 
Asia and Iza. 
 
I was over the moon when I heard about the possibility of my 
taking part in the fantastic adventure at sea. However, I had some 
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reservations concerning my communication in English and meeting people from another country, 
which I had not done before. 

 
My reservations were soon a thing of the past 
when I got to Arhus ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǊŘŜŘ ΨaƻƻǎƪΩΦ ¢ƘŜ 
English crew members who were so nice and 
friendly and the great evening of fun and games, 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ .Ǌƛŀƴ !ŘŀƳΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ 
firework display soon made me feel like I 
belonged there. 
 
Before the race I had never been interested in 
sailing but the adventurous Tall Ships Race on the 
Baltic Sea changed that completely. I have really 

fallen in love with the sea and I would do it again, if I had the opportunity to repeat my 
fascinating marine adventure in the future. Even though I realized that sailing could be very 
dangerous, I felt completely safe during the race - thanks to our wonderful English crew. On top 
of that, I had the chance to practise my school English in real-life situations which was an extra 
bonus. 
 
Frankly speaking, I had never thought that in just a fortnight it was possible to befriend and get 
attached to strangers from a foreign country. Our English crew kept telling us, though, that 
ΨaƻƻǎƪΩ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǘǊǳŜ ƛƴŘŜŜd. 
 
Rob, Lisle, Henry, Dom, Tia, James, Iza and Jo are the most wonderful people I have ever met. 
Thank you all for having been such great companions on that voyage - the holiday of a lifetime! 
 
Last but not least, I want to thank all the wonderful, good-hearted and generous people who had 
made our extraordinary marine adventure possible. 
 
 
 

Joanna Czyz 
 
My name is Joanna Czyz from central Poland. Never in my 
wildest dreams had I imagined that I would ever sail the Baltic 
Sea and see some interesting places in Denmark and Finland; 
but I did. It all came true for me thanks to the generosity of 
the Sponsors whom I wish to thank from the bottom of my 
heart. 
 
For someone who just loves new challenges and travelling, 
being able to participate in the Tall Ships 2007 Race felt like 
paradise and a dream come true. Frankly, I cannot really find 
words to describe adequately the greatest adventure of my 
ƭƛŦŜΧIŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
extraordinary experiences and to meet such nice and friendly people during the race, put my life 
in a completely new perspective and greatly enriched it. 

 

 




